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Greetings from the Don Bosco Family in Cambodia. For this on a special
occasion, we would like to express our deepest gratitude for your love that
brightens the smiles for thousands of those underprivileged children and
youth. This letter is dedicated to you as representing the fruits of your
commitment for the wellbeing of others.

Fr. Eugene Xalxo, SDB

Superior Don Bosco Cambodia

AYin DSy mﬁuhﬁjmm‘?m oMMt famiminnigomo fadshaflvmalio muints:

v -t

MIHUIS] qsyey taantsLUtgmnHm “mfnntsﬁfmntsimmmm;mmuwmsmmmsmtﬁn 99
191 901G IuLUHnﬂfU’tﬂnHSLnLn Suwsyedamnabuimidane migmimwieaopt §h
mims Ummmmnmijm nifimuner  ShuwidsisighaBiunganzai mmmh:m
wnbady Shmmsilgjugsmidapuagae sannuiRumimipindhgsmivanan S

vTansis{uis Ry

(]

<3

The Don Bosco Brother Sun Program for Preven-
tion and Protection of Marginalized and Indige-
nous Children Through Education at Don Bosco
Kep - Cambodia, is a students’ residence for
youth aged 11 to 17, who come from poor com-
munities and who are at risk of child exploitation,
child illegal trafficking and/or school abandon-
ment. It also follows children and young people
in their villages, needing encouragement and
support to continue their studies, while protect-
ing their ancestral traditions and the environ-
ment of Cambodia.



Newsletter | November 2024 2

ARupnams | woiie Iom wowe
mlLGIIQQUEIﬂﬁEIS"S.SQ?}‘I
Celebrations of birthdays at D
Xl
s
13
o

uarliiizaum mwole

on Bosco Kep since May 2024

mnisuTunm (g et SRHUHIN $IHIAM U
a taudamigianaissigaidhaiua)
Um%’nu mg‘ﬁﬁﬁm: IS L’ﬁUILﬁjS HA

D

As a sign of Family Atmosphere and celebrating
the gift of life, we celebrate every month the birth-
days of our Don Bosco Kep Family, including
children, young people, teachers, volunteers,
sisters, Salesians and benefactors.
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Activity with Mss Madelaine from Mekong
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We thanks the attention of the benefactors
following children associated with Don Bosco
Brother Sun. One of them is the Enfants du
Mekong organization that is sponsoring five
resident children. The former volunteer assis-
tant, Ms. Madeleine Ouss, paid a visit to them
and organized some game activities for inte-
gration. The new volunteer assistant is
Mr. Philippe Pavec.
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WWe promote the reading time with the students
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We are very grateful with benefactors who have contributed along the years with the creation, main-
tenance and growing of our Sun Children Library, especially Mr. Buntha Ros, former student and
teacher of Don Bosco Poipet and Don Bosco Sihanoukville, residing now in Texas, USA. Mr. Buntha
and his son Mr. Kevin Ros, has donated books for the Children’s Library. Today we have a wonderful
time when we see our children, led by assistants, sisters and volunteers, to read. As Mr. Buntha
said: “Cambodian children should be involved in reading, otherwise they will not open the windows
to see the world and to develop a critical mind.”
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Following the Don Bosco Preventive System, the N WwHSIAMBUASMIMISSUn S e
resident students of the Sun Children program %Sﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬁmiﬁﬁﬁjﬁjﬁﬁﬁﬂ mg"mmjﬁ 84

have re_gular me_etlngs and formation activities. ﬁjﬁﬁmﬂﬁnﬂ:ijﬂmmmﬁjﬁﬁ"l 598y
Before jumping into the scholar truck to attend L . N e oo o
classes at the public school of Kep Province, IGJRIUGNSERIMN iqu@WiﬂSiS’iﬁﬂﬂmg

they meet with their Children Director, Mr. Khem ANIgHIAU  ORIAMSHUMYWSNURANMN
Vattana, to hear instructions, recommendations ﬁlﬁ‘li 200G 19U fﬁjm iﬁﬁjﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂﬂsﬁ

and guidance for a better school performance.
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The academic community celebrates every
month the birthday of students, teachers and
volunteers of Don Bosco Kep. This is a sign of

- family spirit. For many children, it is the first

time that somebody remembers the date of
their birth. September and October 2024 -
Celebration of two months because Septem-
ber was a vacation for most of the students.
With a cake we sang Happy birthday to all.

Na A B

(M) Jha) HGﬂlﬂngi’ U Birthday celebration Fr. Samnang

Sister Maria Ramona Gutiérrez Loma, Car-
melite of the Sacred Heart of Mother Luisita,
is @ Mexican missionary, working in Don Bo-
sco Kep with the education and protection
of the Resident Sun Children. Grateful to her
attention and care for our kids and young
people, taking care of a home atmosphere,
the children celebrated her birthday
on 7th September.
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The staff, sisters, students, children and
volunteers happily celebrated the birthday of
Fr Samnang with all our gratitude for his life
and all that he always does for the good of
our students. We pray for him and wish him
good health and success in all his projects.
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Fr. Samnang Albeiro Rodas SDB, wel-
comed Br. Valentin Ponzio and Br. Martin
Cause, French students of theology, who
offered two years to work in Cambodia
with Don Bosco, last year in Don Bosco
Phnom Penh and this year in Don Bosco
Kep. We are grateful with their decision to
donate their time, talents and love for the
education, formation and protection of our
children and youth.
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Academic achievement of five members of the Brother Sun Children Program
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The best academic results of our children and
youth are the greatest fruits of our dedication.
We feel really proud that our students are tak-
ing the change to study with dedication and
attention. This year, no member of the Sun
Children Program failed the exams and five of
them got recognitions for their academic per-
formance at the Charayavang School in Kep
Province. Congratulations to Mr Khauv Dara
(12th grade), Mr. Pheng Phanit (9th grade),
Miss Bun Chan neang (12th grade), Miss Ly
Heang (1llth grade) and Miss Rin
Rosa (10th grade.)
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Preparing the distribution of the academic
kits for our students

Kep Province, 1st November — Thanks to
Sawasdee Foundation, this year we are
able to reach 259 children in all Cambodi-
an provinces with their academic kits to

Riccudumsisisninug 62 WEE Qf ieifbios start the new academic year. The Carmel-
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ite sisters of Kep, with the Don Bosco Kep
volunteers (foreigners and Cambodian
students of the technical school) are pre-
paring the materials to send to the chil-
dren, including school supplies and uni-

L) gﬁﬁﬁﬁj@i:fﬁ‘ﬁy §ﬁ1’]‘ﬁﬁjFLmS WMBMIRSBU  forms under the coordination of Sr Juanita
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Navel CSC.
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Introduction for the new child members of Brother Sun

Sr. Milagros Ramirez, a Carmelite
at Don Bosco Kep, is leading an
orientation program for the new
residents of the Don Bosco Broth-
er Sun Program. This year, the
program welcomes 8 boys and 5
girls from various Cambodian
provinces who will be attending
public schools in Kep Province.
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Outing with the children before to start the scholar year

With the occasion of the arrival of new child tytwEusmausismivnsnis iR nnnyli
members to the resident program in Kep, HﬁLﬁjﬁﬁmaﬁiﬁU msmmmmnﬂmimizﬁiﬁﬁ

there was an outing around Kep Province to iNHij mﬁUSNmﬂﬁiﬁHUJ'GS Siu mﬁﬁﬂigﬁ
show the region to some of them coming iiﬁjﬁigtlﬁﬂ

from other provinces.
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From Kep Beach
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The end of October and the end Cambodian holidays
was celebrated with some tours for the children with
Fr. Samnang Albeiro Rodas SDB, together with the
assistants Mr. Khem Vhatana, Mr. Soeum Vanna,
Ms. Nhep Amra, the volunteers Br. Valentin Ponzio,
Br. Martin Cause and Miss Jenny Stops.
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Thanksgiving to the Cambodian
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many of them former Sun Children. It is a mo-
ment of proudness and love to see our Cam-
bodian young people taking stages of com-
promise to contribute to the well being of
their own country.
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Face Painting Day and Tradition
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The idea to celebrate the Halloween at Don Bosco has been
challenged by many, as it is a foreign celebration that is not
rooted in the Cambodian ancestral tradition. For this reason,
celebrating the 31st of October as a moment to start the new
academic year, to remind on the dignity and rights of children
and the sense of traditions, the day has been renamed as
"Face Painting Day and Tradition” encouraging the children to
be inspired by their own culture, painting cultural arts that rep-

resent the Cambodian ancestry with dance and happiness.
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Retreat Day for Sun Children ending 12th Grade

10 students of the Resident Program of Sun Children
ended their 12th grade this year and joined the Tech-
nical School. To celebrate the occasion, Fr. Samnang
Albeiro Rodas organized a retreat time to reflect in
their course of their lives, thinking in the values of their
cultural traditions, family, religion and working for a
contribution to their own country and the world. The
students took a time for meditation and reflection and
they were very happytoenteranew stage on their lives.
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Sad news with the passing away of former Sun Boy
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We are very sad to announce the passing away of Mr. In Pherea, former student of the Don Bosco

Brother Sun Program. He suspended the program in 2023 and went home to continue his 12th grade

at his village in Banteay Meas District, Kampot Province. He got a decease that brought him to dead

on 1sth September 2024. Most of the Resident Sun Children, assistants, volunteers, Carmelites and

Salesians attended the funeral and brought a message of nearness and compassion to his afflicted

parents. He was the last child of 6 sibling and he is remembered for being a honest and good stu-

dent young man.



ARupnams | woiie Iom wowe Newsletter | November 2024 11
nllG:aJiaJeSal E SB‘IIIGnGIUJZUnIMn.InJ‘IIS"_IUnUS

IGJ&‘] Home visits and academic kits
distribution in different regions
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Sr. Juanita Navel, CSC, is leading the distribution of the
academic kits, thanks to the support of Sawasdee Foun-
dation, for the start of the new academic year in Cambodia.
Children are getting the basic elements such as note-
books, pens and other tools and, the most important, a
new uniform’s set. The members of the Sun Children’s
villages include children in Oddar Meanchey, Ratanakiri,
Kampot and Kep provinces.
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Supporting the Teacher Van Bophai Computer School for Children in Oddar Meanchey
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Mr. Van Bophai, a former teacher of the IT Don Bosco Kep, who moved to the northwest province of Oddar
Meanchey, a very rural and indigenous region of Cambodia, created an experience of a computer, English and
subjects school for local children, some of them members of the Sun Children program in the villages. Teacher
Bophai, who does hot claim salaries and only support his project through donations from Cambodian people of

good heart, is improving the classroom in the village. Some of his children received also the academic kit for the
start of the new academic year.
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New members presentation
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ON 27th October, the new members of the Resident
Sun Children Program presented themselves to the
academic communities. There were children coming
from far away provinces such as Ratanakiri, Oddor
Meanchey, Banteay Meanchey, Battambang, Phnom
Penh, Takeo and Kampot.
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Don Bosco Kep's awarded by Min Environment
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Don Bosco Kep, a technical
school supporting rural and
indigenous  youth, was
awarded the Environmen-
tally Friendly Operator 2024
recognition by the Royal
Ministry of Environment in
Phnom Penh. The award
ceremony, led by H.E. Eang
Sophalleth, highlighted the
importance of education in

FURBIUAUIENWRIZIMN ﬁ.SU@giﬁU JBMYWSH  puilding sustainable societies. Don Bosco Kep, along
BANWNSIGONGE SH{F Miufy HOMRIBYH  with Knai Bang Chatt and Try Palace resorts, repre-
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sented Kep Province for their environmental efforts.

ﬁﬂmmgmﬁmmmmﬁiﬁmgﬁﬁﬁﬁm w099 The school has integrated environmental education
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since 2011 and participates in local initiatives like man-
grove preservation and the Clean Kep project. The Min-
ister emphasized the role of youth in fostering a sus-
tainable future and invited participation in national
programs like "Cambodian without plastic” and “Green
Sprouts.”
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Thank you Mother Earth of Cambodian Youth
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Kep Province — Message from young people
from three Cambodian ethnic groups (Khmer,
Jarai and Muslim) to say thanks to Moth-
er Earth at Don Bosco Kep. Also to start the
month dedicated to Indigenous peoples in the
world. Indigenous peoples are the stewards of
the environment and their wisdom help us to
rise awarness of why it is important to take care
of jungles, oceans, rivers, lakes, mangroves,
mountains, wild animals, because Planet Earth
is our common home for all humanity. Please
check the video on our Youtube Channel.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtyiVC16qoA
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H.E. Som Monorom, Assistant to the Deputy Prime Minister Say Sam Al, VISIted Don Bosco Kep

On Tuesday, November 12, 2024, Don Bosco
Technical School in Kep Province welcomed a dis-
tinguished guest from the government, H.E. Som
Monorom, Assistant to the Deputy Prime Minister
Say Sam Al. H.E. Som Monorom was interested in
the technical education of Don Bosco that focused
on youth education and training. He wanted to
see the Don Bosco's method of learning and train-
ing and the life skills of young people in Don Bosco
Kep. He intends to collaborate with the Don Bosco
technical schools in order to guide and encourage
high school students who are experiencing high
dropout rates, so that they can have better chang-
es of professional education in continuity with the
lines of the job market and a better life. His Excel-
lency underlined the staff performance, studies
and training, the green environment and family
atmosphere of the school, saying it is like home.
We appreciate the visit of H.E. Som Monorom to
our academic community, encouraging our edu-
cative mission of Don Bosco in Cambodia.
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Cambodia - Women Guards of Mother Earth on DBGYFF 2024
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Kep, Cambodia — Cambodian young peo-
ple participated at the Don Bosco Global
Youth Film Festival 2024 that this year
was dedicated to youth and climate
change, “Making Mother Earth Cleaner
and Greener.” It was also within the con-
text of the 200th anniversary of the dream
of John Bosco at nine, "I have a dream.”
The students of social communication
and students at the different Don Bosco
schools in Cambodia, were invited to participate in this
international Salesian event. Three movies made by
young people were sent, but one was to be the winner of
the East Asia — Oceania Region (EAO): “Women Guards
of Mother Earth” directed by Mr. Tula Hang, student of
media communication of Don Bosco Kep with his team.
In the ten finalists for the EAO Region, Thailand and the
Philippines got three movies each, Vietham two and East
Timor one.

The Cambodian film underlines the need of a communi-
ty-oriented action to protect the environment. It is not
enough that a single person or a few groups work with
environment protection if others in the community are at
the same time performing activities for its diminishment
and degradation.

While a group of village’s women work to protect their
beloved ancestral territory of wonderful giant trees, their
husbands secretly cut trees to sell in the black market, in
hurry to get money for their own family sustain. The
women face them and look for better solutions where
nature and community can work together.
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Namuncura Indigenous Short Film Festival 2024

The Don Bosco Kep Media Communication
Department, with the support by the Net-
work of Ministries Among Indigenous Peo-
ples in Asia (NMAIPA,) announced the first
place award to Mr. Bimal Tamang, from Ne-
pal, for his remarkable film: “Holy Journey of
Nature, Culture, and the Divine Power” The
award ceremony took place at the Nepal
Forum: “Celebrating Synodality and Indige-
nous Living Traditions in the Asia Church”,
held in Kathmandu, Nepal, from November
10 to 16, 2024. The recognition was pre-
sented by Fr. Albeiro Rodas, Director of Don
Bosco Technical School in Kep, Cambodia,
in the presence of Mgr. Simon Poh, Arch-
bishop of Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia, Sr.
Christine Mynsong, Superior General of the
Missionary Sisters of the Mary Help of Chris-
tians and Fr. George Plathottam, SDB, di-
rector of the Asian Forum on Celebrating
Synodality & Indigenous Living Traditions in
the Church in Asia. This festival not only
celebrates cinematic talent but also honors
indigenous roots, cultural heritage, and the
deep connection with nature that unites us
all. Through cinema, the Namuncura Short
Film Festival advocates for the care of our
planet and the preservation of traditions that
are a source of identity and wisdom.

UWANSENAGSRPASHY I WHSYaIinY
i mmsmingﬂUﬂmmLﬁmﬁS1S1ﬁﬁGiMH
seMAilumMERGISINA  (NMAIPA) MSMA
mSENSGAMARAIUS 1 Hana Sinmisy un
fpigauisthiunuigimnw g SHanpiuamag
Hilninypgisnyth i« fund Suinmoiisumn-
nﬁﬁjﬁnﬁmsmSimiQJaimﬁmismimLﬁigm
istheus msmmnmmmm st&sisjﬁgmmﬁﬁm
mﬁjmsmmuﬁmﬁmﬁﬁm TN Ruimig
igfnsifphagsg wisansthm owiles 9o G
ig8 ov isifm &) Wowa misgANNIR UINM
W I EnR MG i QWRANNUIGRISES
58 yey ieqiny WIS EIAY ORIRENSIUAT N
HAMIY UGS 1§ Moufis AlY anhhes Big]
(0 INARUIRIUATS Sagh thihAdnsigauiuiin
ISHARDBNWANUSNUTN:NHIN G881
RSWILESHARANS MYWINASNR WNHIG 1§GY
0y

ANUANS B8 SuumiSHEMEGaIfmImIc
Afi fOgEUh Suﬁﬁjmﬂﬂiﬁjismsmﬁiuﬁﬁ‘lﬁﬁﬁ
ISIRHANEUIGTIISIAY  Biungunis:Bsfivin
Hﬁﬁmﬂgngmmﬁjmjmﬁmmmsumm ig  Uig
IBEAMRNARW RNy UELESOFIRY URRRLN
iyt SuéoRdshunuAitypimhywnyhiiem
URUUHBIDN RHAEM 9 MBIty inins siumgsn
mnwss amyshh afuiopomisinpanitss
Uit ShmasinpoinahizuthpRns
HEfUEMAN Sh{mnh4



ARupnams | woiie Iom wowe

Newsletter | November 2024 17

60th Anniversary of

priesthood of

Fr. John Visser, SDB
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The Salesian Delegation of Cambodia and the THA
Province celebrated the 60th anniversary of priest-
hood for Fr. John Visser, SDB. Fr. John was ordained
on June 29, 1964, in Germany.

The celebration took place at the Don Bosco Phnom
Penh chapel, where Fr. John, accompanied by Sale-
sian confreres, teachers, volunteers, and past pupils,
participated in a solemn ceremony during the Holy
Mass presided over by Fr. Eugene Xalxo, delegate
superior. Fr. John Visser, born in the Netherlands on
August 2, 1933, shared his journey: "I was sent as a
young missionary to Thailand, and my theology stud-
ies were initially supposed to be in India. However,
due to the India-Chinese war in 1962, I was trans-
ferred to Germany.” Fr. John was ordained as a priest
at the age of 31 and later returned to Thailand. In
1991, despite his reservations about age, he accept-
ed the province’s invitation to come to Cambodia. "I
am grateful to be a Salesian and to be among you,”
he reflected.
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United for/Land:/Our/Legacy. Our. Future in Kep Province
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In June, Kep Province, Cambodia, saw a signif-
icant environmental campaign led by Mr. In
Sao, Director of the Department of Environ-
ment, in observance of Desertification and
Drought Day. Supported by Don Bosco Kep
and the Don Bosco Green Alliance, the initia-
tive included tree planting, cycling events, and
artistic competitions to raise environmental
awareness. His Excellency Som Piseth, Gover-
nor of Kep Province, emphasized the global
importance of local efforts in his speech to
nearly a thousand students. Don Bosco Kep
pledged to plant 5,000 trees, with each stu-
dent and teacher encouraged to plant at least
ten trees. The campaign received praise from
both Mr. In Sao and Governor Som Piseth,
highlighting the collective duty to protect and
enhance the environment.
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Deacon Ordmatlon Br. Kong Somony Bosco, SDB
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On July 27, 2024, Br. Johan Bosco Kong
Somony became the first Cambodian na-
tive ordained as a Deacon, a historic event
for the Salesian Mission in Cambodia. The
ordination, conducted by Salesian Emer-
itus Archbishop Francesco Panfilo at the
National Shrine of Mary Help of Christians
in Parafnaque City, Philippines, also in-
cluded Br. Francis Sau Din of Myanmar,
Br. Maeko Verano Diaz of the Philippines,
and Fransisco Kherubin Nuwa of Indone-
sia. Growing up in Pursat city, Somony
discovered Don Bosco in Phnom Penh,
where he honed his technical skills and
deepened his Catholic faith. Choosing to
serve as an instructor rather than pursu-
ing a lucrative career, he made significant
contributions to Don Bosco Poipet and
eventually joined the Salesian Congrega-
tion. His ordination is a beacon of hope
for the Cambodian Catholic Church and
youth, with a delegation from Cambodia
attending the ceremony to support him.
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Sr. Bernardette Peng Sreymom, FMA perpetual profession
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Kampong Cham City — The Cambodian Daughters of Mary Help of Christians received a special
gift this August 2024 with the perpetual profession of another Cambodian native, Sister Bernardette
Peng Sreymom. The ceremony took place on August 5, 2024, in her hometown of Kampong Cham,
which is also the center of the Apostolic Prefecture of Kampong Cham. Mgr. Pierre Suon Hangly, the
Apostolic Prefect of Kampong Cham, presided over the religious ceremony. The event was attend-
ed by all the clergy of the prefecture, the FMA sisters of Cambodia, and members of the Salesian
Family. Among the attendees were Fr. Eugen Xalxo, delegate superior for Cambodia, Fr. Roel Soto,

delegate for the Salesian Family, members of the SIHM Sisters (Servants of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary, Thailand-Cambodia), past pupils of both SDB and FMA, and the family of Sister Sreymom.
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